OFFICE OF CHILDHOOD 


SUCCESS 
AT EVERY 
STAGE 


Summertime is finally here! If you haven’t made 


\ your to-do list for summertime fun, now is the time. 

, vA There are lots of low-cost or no-cost activities that 
ail young children will enjoy — from a day at the park or 

a walk in the neighborhood to making a tent in the 


backyard or the living room to playing hide-n-seek 
al ; UN or peek-a-boo. The key is to make sure young 


children have plenty of playtime in their summer 
schedules. 


Play is so important to young children’s growth and development, it helps shape 
their brain and spark creativity. Pretend play or having make-believe interactions 
with toys or other children is especially important in growing their social skills. 


e Check out this great resource on Summer Learning for Families. 
e Learn more about how your baby can play at each age in Let’s Play. 
e Try using these 5 around-the-house items during your next playtime. 


| hope you find an activity you enjoy and make time for playtime with a young 
child in your life. Happy Summer! 


Sincerely, 
Pam Thomas 
Assistant Commissioner, Office of Childhood 


We are pleased to announce several training 


opportunities are now available for professionals Contact Us! 

who work with young children. These trainings are 

a partnership with University of Missouri’s Center We recently updated the 

for Excellence in Child Well-Being and funded by Contact Us page with a 

the Missouri Preschool Development Grant. new email address to 
help with public and 

Registration is now open and there is no cost to private preschool 

attend the trainings. programs. You can email 
us at 


Preschool@dese.mo.gov 


Missouri Milestones Matter (MMM) — open 
to all early childhood professionals. Learn how 
to monitor developmental milestones and use 
the CDC's Learn the Signs Act Early materials 
to talk to families about concerns, worth 2 
clock hours. Sign-up at MMM Training. 

Ages & Stages Questionnaire (ASQ) — open 
to all early childhood professionals. Learn how 
to administer the ASQ and/or ASQ social- 
emotional screening tools to support child 
development, worth 3 clock hours. Sign-up at 
ASQ Training. 

Second Steps Early Learning Curriculum — 
only available to teachers in public, private, or 
other community program serving 3 to 5 year- 
olds. Learn how to teach social and emotional 
skills in a preschool classroom, worth 3 clock 
hours. Sign-up at Second Steps for 
Preschools. 

Conscious Discipline — only available to 
home visitors. Learn how to work with and 
build social and emotional skills in young 
children that’s based on brain research, worth 
3 clock hours. Sign-up at Conscious Discipline 
for Home Visitors. 

Coming Soon! Conscious Discipline training 
for child care providers 


Missouri child care subsidy payments based on 
authorization rather than attendance will end on 
August 31, 2022. Subsidy payments after this date 
will be made based only on attendance. Please 
make plans accordingly. 


Child care providers must continue to enter any 
absences in the time and attendance system for any 
day children are not in attendance to help with 
accountability and monitoring of attendance records 
during this time. 


if your program needs 
assistance with topics 
like Quality Assurance 
Report, early learning 
standards, kindergarten 
entry assessment. 


Save the Date! 


DESE hosts an annual 
Conference on the 
Young Years (CYY) that 
provides professional 
development 
opportunities to all 
professionals who serve 
children birth to third 
grade.We are pleased to 
announce the 50th 
Annual CYY will be held 
March 9-11, 2023.We are 
now accepting 
presentation proposals 
for CYY 2023. Proposals 
must be submitted to 
Childhood@dese.mo.gov 
no later than August 1, 
2022. 


e Presentation 
Proposal Form 


NEW! Congress 
Passed H.R. 3182 — 
Safe Sleep for Babies 
Act 


The U.S. Congress has 
enacted H.R. 3182 

— Safe Sleep for Babies 
Act of 2021 into public 
law. The new law bans 
crib bumpers and 
inclined sleepers as 
hazardous products. 


NEW! Internet Service 
Discount 


Under the Affordable 
Connectivity Program 
(ACP), eligible families 
enrolled in the program 
can receive a discount of 


Early childhood experiences can strengthen or 
disrupt a young child’s social, emotional, and 
cognitive development, with consequences that 
can last a lifetime. Supporting the social emotional 
development of young children and the well-being 
of their caregivers is a proactive prevention 
approach to promoting positive long-term outcomes 
for children and their caregivers. 


In this new video, Children's Social Emotional 
Development and Mental Health: Why Does It 
Matter? (5 min) you will learn the importance of 
social emotional development. You will also learn 
mental health support strategies for programs 
serving young children and their families. 


The OOC is excited to announce its vendor, New 
World Now, for a new professional development 
registry and training system. This new professional 
development system is expected to be fully 
operational in the spring of 2023. The OOC 
considered various stakeholder feedback in 
selecting a new professional development system, 
including migrating data from the current system so 
training records, transcripts, and other data will 
stay with your MOPD ID. 


The OOC will send additional updates via 
messages and webinars to keep stakeholders 
informed about the progress of the new system. 


up to $30 a month on 
any internet service plan 
a participating provider 
offers. Visit 
GetInternet.gov for more 
details on how to sign up 
for ACP and find 
participating internet 
providers in your area. 


Proposed Rule 
Changes for Parents as 
Teachers Education 
Program 


On June 14th, the State 
Board of Education 
reviewed and approved 
the proposed rule for the 
Parents as Teachers 
Parent Education 
Program. The proposed 
rule amendments will be 
filed with the Secretary 
of State and the Joint 
Committee on 
Administrative Rules 
where the public will be 
provided the opportunity 
to formally comment on 
the proposed changes. 


Did you know that both the Family Home licensing rule book and the Group 
Home and Center licensing rule book have sections specifically identifying 


staff/child ratios for each age group? 


e For Family Child Care Homes — See licensing rule section 5 CSR 25- 
400.105 


e For Group Child Care Homes and Child Care Centers — See licensing 
rule section 5 CSR 25-500.112 


Ensure your staff are knowledgeable of the staff/child ratios for all age groups in 
your licensed capacity. Some providers have found it helpful to have the ratios, 
as well as group size, posted at the entrance to each room to help ensure both 
staff and parents are aware of the ratio requirements. Additionally, some 
providers and directors conduct ratio/group size checks throughout the day as 
an extra precaution against exceeding ratios and group sizes. 


REMINDER! First Steps Enrollment and Fingerprinting Process 


The steps to complete a fingerprint based background check for new providers 
enrolling in the First Steps program were recently updated. Visit the First Steps 
provider enrollment webpage to review the steps for completing the enrollment 
paperwork, Missouri Volunteer and Employee Criminal History Service 
(MOVECHS) waiver and fingerprint process. 


Spotlight on Suc 


Spotlight on Success aims to share stories from local programs that are building 
community partnerships in order to strengthen and coordinate childhood 


programs. 
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Little Explorers students saying "I love you" to each other during class. Photo courtesy of Executive Director 
Donna Scheidt. 


This month's spotlight is on the Little Explorers Discovery Center in Jefferson 
City. The center is a United Way agency that offers childcare for 99 children from 
birth to age eight. Their mission is to provide quality child care, primarily for low 
and middle income working families. In addition to full time child care, 

Little Explorers offers classes to parents based on Conscious Discipline using a 
strengthening families approach. They try to involve families whenever possible 
when making decisions about the direction of the center. For example, at least 
one parent or grandparent always serves on the center's board, and in addition 
to the parent classes, there are several activities designed specifically for 
parents and families throughout the year. 


The Preschool Development Grant Birth to Five 
(PDG B-5) provides funding over three years 

to coordinate a more effective, high-quality early 
childhood system that better prepares Missouri 
children for success. 
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Each month the Office of Childhood hosts a live webinar to provide updates and 
information about the PDG B-5 to stakeholders. A recording and the PowerPoint 
slides from the most recent webinar are available in case you are unable to 
attend and wish to hear the information. 


A PDG B-5 dashboard is also updated monthly. This dashboard provides an 
at-a-glance look at priority areas, budget status, and key accomplishments. 


Join us for the next PDG B-5 Stakeholder webinar on July 26, 2022, from noon 
to 12:45 p.m. to learn more and ask questions. You can access the webinar ina 
Google Chrome or Safari web browser do not view in Internet Explorer. We hope 
you can participate! 


Visit the Office of Childhood website to find previous editions of the Childhood 
Connections. 


The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, gender, gender identity, 
sexual orientation, national origin, age, veteran status, mental or physical disability, or any other basis prohibited by statute in its programs and 
activities. Inquiries related to department programs and to the location of services, activities, and facilities that are accessible by persons with 
disabilities may be directed to the Jefferson State Office Building, Director of Civil Rights Compliance and MOA Coordinator (Title VI/Title 
VIV/Title X/504/ADA/ADAAA/Age Act/GINA/USDA Title VI), 5th Floor, 205 Jefferson Street, P.O. Box 480, Jefferson City, MO 65102-0480; 
telephone number 573-526-4757 or TTY 800-735-2966; email civilrights@dese.mo.gov. 
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